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Seih Barlleu House
37 Surplus Street
In 1833, Scth Bartlett pur- |
chascd for $70 land owned hy
Joscph Brewsicr, a prosperous
shipwright.  lle had marricd |

of Zadock and Lucy (Gray)
Bradford of Duxbury, in
1822, and the couple had four
children, Scth Eldridge, Hen-
ry and twin daughtcrs, Caro-
line A. and Sarah who both
dicd within their third month
of life. A very small stone in
the Mayflower Cemetery
miarks the twins’ burial,

A census from 1855 shows
Bartletts occupation as a

maker. The report describes a
shop located on Bartletts
property. It was typical for a
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] attached to his property since
this business started as an “at
| homc™ occupation. “Scores of
small onc-room  buildings,
I some of them no more than
cight by ten fect in area, dot- |
ted the county,” noted Peter
Rapelye in his study, “Impact )
of the Shipbuilding Indusiry
on a Small New England
Town: Duxbury, Ma.”

The shoemaking industry
found its beginnings with the
women of the town,  ‘The
wives of many sca captaing
needed “to pass time and (o
gencrale some extra revenuc,
so they would organize small
! shoc manufacturing, cnlisting
their children in the picce-
wark,” said Rapelye.

During the winter months
when the shipping and fishing

Barllett grave sile a

t Mayilower Cemetery.
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(Yop} Remnants of Duxhurys
Shoemaking Indusiry courtesy :
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1830 10 1850
reporied 75 shocmakers, boot-

of Rita Luckey. (Right) The! makers, or cordwainers dur-
fence a1 26 Surplus Street with | ing that period.

its dislinctive fealure,

the men also made boots and |

shoes.
It was all done by hand

bmldm[, familics typically :
using a favorite shocmaker |

boots to their client’s prefer- !
cRecs.

From the 1830s through
the 1850s, shocmakers in
Duxbury produced not only
for thosc living in town, bul
also for other areas including
England and parts of Europe.
“I'he southern states and the
Caribbean arca became Ply-
mouth County's principal cus-
lomers,” wrolc James Pyc in
The Duxhury Book.

Shoc shops also became
nolorious places for “the less
arduously cmployed gentry™
as “male gossip mills,” added
Pye. No doubt Scth Bartlen's
shop served the same capaci-
ty for the locals living in the
arca.

Surplus  Street had its
share of shocmakers and shoc
shops. Asa Brewster made
shocs when he was not out
fishing for a living. Later his
house at 26 Surplus Strect
became a bustling shoc shop
where William Jantes Alden
and his son Willy e shoes
and boots. Not far away at the
cnd of Bumblcbee Lane there

was another shoc shop at

Andrew Stetson’s property.
The number of cordwain-

crs along Surplus Street was 4

true reflection of the entire

Evidence of this industry
can still be found in Duxbury
wilh original shoe shops now
converled into sheds  and

I office spaces. The fence at 26
with many of the clite ship- | Surplus Strcet still has a sce-

*tion in it that lifts out and

. i ; once allowed a cart to be
who fashioned their shoes and )

wheeled to the rear of the
pmpﬁ.rly and filled with fin-

completed shoes were deliv-
ered to Duxhury from the
large shoemihing centers of
Abington,  Ruckland,  and
North Bridgewater (Brock-
ton)...and individual familics,
or workers performed one or
two of the steps of cutling,
sewing, or tacking in the
shoc-making process.”
explained Pye.

What hadd originally begon
as a way for scalarers’ wives
to mahe aulditional income
would later become a familys
sole means of livelihood, and
would also keep the town of
Duxbury afloat during the
dectine of the shipbuilding
en,

“The period (rom 1850 to
1870 was one of the darkest in
Duxbury s cconomic history.”
said Pye. The drastic decline
of the town’s major cconemic
contributor,  shipbuilding.

Standing nutslds lhe Seth Bamell House, ¢. 1903

ishcd shoes and boots and
then taken back to the road
and placed on a wagon for
cxpont. (scc photo)
in the beginning, the
leather used to make the shees
was tanned at the shop or res-
idence, but soon  tanning
becume its own industry, and
leather was delivered to the
shocmaker to make the shoes
and boots.
“Lcather und partially

Countesy or DIAHS

took its toll on familics in
Duxbury. Many of the indus-

faring business
longer nceded as the ship

“Those who did not leave had

few ways to gencrate cash.”

continued on page 2

only fishing and small farms |
to support them; there were |

trics which supported the sca-
were ho

wurkers moved away (o Salem
and other ports near Bosion.
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explained Pyc. Manufactur.
ing shocs “kept the wolf on
the ather side of the potato
patch,” said onc Duxbury res-
ident,

Seth Bartlett  continucd
working as a shocmaker, but
his sons did not follow in his
footsteps. His son Seth dicd
in 1852, lcaving a son numed
Henry Foster Bartlett. Seth's
son lenry  pursued
work in New York at
an advertising
ageney, and  sum-
mered cach year at
the house on Surplus
Street. He would
cventually mect and
marry Emma Jones
Stowall of New Bed-
ford.  The couple
went to live perma-
nently in New York,
but came for visits in
the summer months.
They had three chil-
dren, Etta E, who was
born in 1861, William
LS. born on July 19,
1868, and Charles
Bradford Bartlett who
came (wo years laler
in 1870.

£

Seth Bartlett died in

Christine Jameson

Their grandfather, famous painted trays.
Counresy of Qusgams Livsow house on Surplus Sireet

‘neé Shoemak

1896.’

This ornate home became
one of Duxbury’s few Victori-
an structurces, lowering over
surrounding homes. It was a
common style for the period,
but what makes the renova-
tion unique is that it occurred
during  an  economically

depressed time in Duxbury.
There is another intriguing
surrounding

clement this
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including his mother Emma,
Fortunately the Bartlett
presence in the Queen Anne
styled house on Surplus Strect
continued through Emma and
Henry's daughter who was the
only one to marry and have a
child. Etta Bartlen marricd’
Charles N.B. Wheeler, a Har-
vard graduate, in 1891,
Wheceler became a teacher,
working at Partridge Acade-
iy, which was located

3

at the site of the current
Town Hall, Later,
Wheceler and his wife
Etta moved to St. Paul
Minnesota, where the
young teacher started a
private school for boys

known as St. Paul
Academy.

“Grandfather  was
highly  revered...the

school had a plague
hung in his honor, but
he got sa angry by this
that he had it taken
down and told them,
‘not until I'm dead,;
recalled Barbara Jame-
son Lawson,

The Wheelers had
one daughter, Christine,

at an exhibit of her who was born in 1893,

The couple returned to the

1884 willing the house

to his wifc and then to his son
Henry in trust for his chil-
dren. His wife Nancy lived
on in the residence until she
was 91 ycars old.

Architecturally, the house
took on an entircly new
fagade and sccond floor in
1896, the sume year Henry
passed away from preumonia,
This once simple Cape Cod,
similar to the ncighboring
homes of Joseph Brewster
and Joseph Brewster Jr., was
dramatically changed to a two
and 1/2 story housc with ltal-
ianate and Queen Anne fea-
lures,

A large barn was also built
somc time in 1882, and there
is still a carving found in one
of its wooden beams that
rcads: *HOUSE-1830,” *STA-
BLE- 1882, *2ND FLOOR-

Cape Cod turned Victorian
home. Afier Henry Bartleu
passed away in 1896, his wife
Emma lcfi New York and
made the house on Surplus
Street her permancent home
along with her sons Charles
and William. One day, how-
ever, William, a couricr for a
bank in Boslon, got on a train
with moncy to be delivered to
New York and was never scen
again, Emma Bartlett stayed
on in the house hoping her
son would return to her.
Before her death in 1935,
she bad a headstone placed in
her son William's memory at
Mayflower Cemetery with the
open date of death: “19—"
This incomplete gravestone
can still be found today at the
cemctery among all the other
Bardett  family  members

cvery summer. This tradi-
tion continued from one gen-
cration to the next as Chris-
tine marricd Gordon Rogers
Jameson and returned cach
sunimer with her own chil-
dren. During these years of
summer visits, Emma Bartlett
and her son Charles continued
lo live year-round in (he
house. Charlic stayed on after
his mother’s death in 1935,
Once  Gordon  Jameson
retired from his carcer as a
mechanical engineer, he and
Christine decided to make the
Victorian house their perma-
neat residence. “They put
heat in, and fixed it all up;
and Dad decided he needed a
hobby, so he fixed up the barn
and put up a sign, ‘Uncle
Jims Hobby Shop® on the
front of i1,” said Lawsan,
Jameson started a furniture
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artiett House.
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making business in the okl
barn, while his wife began
working on her skills as a tray
painter, @ hobby that would
turn into a very lucralive pro-
fession, She becamie a mem-
ber of the Brazier Guild of
Boston, which was no small
feat. “She also had a thriving
business with Shreve, Crump
& Low, and couldn’t keep up
with the demand for her
painted trays,” added Lawson.

In her limited spare time,
Christine began to teach tray
painting to others in Duxbury.
“Mom was an inspiration to
other artists, and she taught
cverybody in town, (including
another accomplished local
artist, Bobbic Cutler, who co-
founded the Dubury Clip-
per),” said Lawson,

Afier Christines stroke,
she taught hersell how 1o
paint with her Ieft hand, and
was still so good that she con-
tinued 1o sell her ways to
Shreve, Crump & Low, added
Bea Richards who resides
next door to the Scih Bartlett
House,

Charles  Bartlett, or
“Uncle Charlie™ as everyone
called him remaincd living in
the house at Surplus Street
until his death in 1966 at the
age of 95 years old. Charles
had been IeRt deaf from scar-
lct fever at the age of 17, He

was an avid reader, and his
Duxbury Free Library card
wias  mumber 1. noted
Richards.  She recalled the
day that World War | ended.
“Everyone was out in the
streets, puns were shot off,
and when we went over to (el
Charlic the good news, he
said he wouldn't believe it
until hie read it in (he newspa-
per the next day.” laughed
Richards,

For 146 years this beauti-
ful house remained in the
Bartlett family. Then in 1979,
it was sold to Suzannc and
Henry Stout who did exten-
sive remaodeling and made
additional  improvements,
until they sold the house in
1991, It is hard to belicve this
lovely residence  with its
Queen Anne features  was
once a Cape Cod house, the
site of a industrious shoe shop
and a furniture repair and
manufacturing business, and a
place where famous painted
trays were skillfully created
and  delivered 10 Shreve,
Crump & Low.

Next in this series, we will
visit three homes all huils by
ane fumily and explove the
history behind the architee-

ture of the Cape Cod style ax

we journey down one of
Duexbury's oldest pathways.




